
 

 

Epidural anesthesia 
 

 

Epidural anesthesia, what does it consist in?  

This technique is often used in human anesthesiology for a wide variety of surgical procedures.  It consists 
in injecting a drug or a combination of drugs in the epidural space, by means of a needle inserted between 
two vertebrae. It is performed with the same aseptic precautions as for surgery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
What are the advantages of the epidural anesthesia? 
 

 Reduced need of analgesic and anesthetic drugs during and after the surgery. 

 Gentle wake thanks to an efficient abolition of pain. 

 Less pain and less analgesic drugs  quick return of appetite and activity. 

 Simple, efficient and relatively inexpensive technique.  

 

 

 



 

For which surgeries is the epidural 
technique indicated? 
 

• Amputation of a hind limb. 

• Orthopedic surgeries of the pelvis 
and of hind limbs. 

• Surgeries of soft tissues of the hind 
end. 

• Abdominal surgeries. 

• Thoracic surgeries.  

 
Are there any side effects? 
 
Although the epidurale technique is 
relatively safe, it can still be associated with 
some complications, as is the case for 
general anesthesia or even surgery. These 
complications don't have the same degree 
of severity, the most serious being rare. The 
efficiency and the relative safety of this 
technique explains its frequent use in 
human anesthesiology, despite possible side 
effects, providing that any adverst 
indications to its use be respected.  
 
 
Some of the complications described in humans and/or animals are: 

 Temporary decrease in blood pressure, minimized by the cardiovascular-stimulating 
drugs administered by the anesthesiologist and by the decrease in the anesthetic drugs 
requirements. 

 Temporary urinary retention (difficulty to empty the bladder). 

 Temporary neurological motor deficiency, leading to some degree of weakness of the 
hind limbs. 

 Delay in hair regrowth at the clipped area for the epidural injection.  Although it is 
without consequence for the animal, this "esthetic" side effect may be disturbing to 
some people. 

 Infection at the site of injection, minimized by the aspetic technique. 

 

 


